Introduction to coppicing and coppice craft 

Course summary
The techniques and principles of coppicing will be introduced to participants along with the wider considerations and knowledge of different trees, woodland types, rotations, and various conservation goals. A practical coppicing session will be held nearby to get used to using the tools, and then the course will look at coppice crafts and making things from the coppiced materials. This course will allow you to develop woodland management, coppicing and coppice craft skills for use in your own woodland, garden, farm or croft.

Practical information

Dates: 
 Tuesday March 28th and Wednesday 29th 2023
Times: 
10am – 4pm 

Meet:

Trevor’s wood, above Ardnamurchan camp site, Ormsaigbeg
Grid Reference: 
Participants: 8 adults maximum each day 

Equipment: All necessary tools will be provided for the purpose of the course (but please bring your own if you have them- sorry no chainsaws). safety spectacles and a first aid kit provided. 

Participants will be required to bring the following: 

Strong boots (steel toe cap)


Well fitting water proof gloves, (and leather)-but size 10s are available


Work/old clothes


Warm and waterproof clothing


Packed lunch/snacks/drinks (including hot drinks)


(Knee pads/mat could benefit those with knee complaints)


Please bring a sharp penknife and any useful tools if you have them. 

Course objectives.  By the end of the course participants will:

· Have gained knowledge and experience of coppicing and coppice crafts.
· Understand correct & safe methods of using hand-tools, felling small trees,  sorting materials and working with others to convert into useful products.
· Understand the conservation importance of coppiced woodland so that the coppice approach can be adapted in line with SNH criteria- particularly with regard to lichens and other bryphytes.

· Have learnt new & developed existing practical skills and gained the confidence to continue using these skills for work and personal projects
· Have a grounding in the history, functions and conservation of coppicing and coppice craft
Full course description

	Day one

	Aim: introduce theory and practice of coppicing

	

	Time
	Activity*

	10am
	Meet in the wood opposite camp site above Trevor Potts residence (Bogha Caol Ard) for introductions and aims of the course

	10.20am
	Health and safety talk, including:

· identifying onsite risks

· working safely with others

· identifying tools and the safe use of them 

· safe lifting techniques

· using personal protective equipment

· managing the general public

· working in the current weather conditions

· identifying first aider and procedures in case of accident

	10.30am
	On site Introduction to coppicing and coppice craft.

	11.30am
	Tea break

	11.45am
	Group forms into pairs and begin felling and cutting selected stems and stools. Instructor will use the work in progress to teach the main principles and skills as the session progresses learning sneding, sorting various different products and organising a safe and ordered work environment.

	1.30pm
	Lunch (including opportunity for questions and discussion of theory amongst group)

	2pm
	Develop skills learnt earlier and continue practicing coppicing

	3.45pm
	Tidy site and feedback from participants, including questions, hopes and expectations for the remainder of the course

	4pm
	End

	

	Day two **

	Aim: Introduce more skills required to convert materials harvested yesterday into various products associated with coppice crafts. These will depend on the materials available and the interests of participants, but include learning how to cleave and split wood for various uses;

	Woven Hurdle and running fencing 

	Garden (bean poles; pea sticks),Bessom brooms and plant climbers.

	Use of tools and devices

	4.00pm Course conclusions and feedback. 

	
	Timings of introductions, breaks and (a slimmed down reminder of) health & safety talk will follow those of day one. Finish time will be when work is completed and site clear.


*Length of breaks and order of activities may be altered to reflect the weather conditions and needs and interests of participants

** The type of crafts taught on day 2 will reflect the available materials.

